The importance and the application of dental science and forensic odontology in the legal system are gradually increasing in India. In a long-term vision, there is a need for a specialized forensic training curriculum not only for the undergraduate and postgraduate dental students but also for the experienced dental surgeons. Dental experts opinion is sought most commonly in forensic casework of human identification, age estimation, and sexual assault cases with patterned injury, by the legal and forensic authorities. As a consequence, there is a demand for dentists trained in forensic and legal dentistry and experienced in forensic, capable of dealing and managing medicolegal cases in dental institutes or state hospitals. Several guidelines and protocols for forensic odontology procedures are drafted and proposed by forensic odontology organizations. However, there are no specific guidelines or recommendations for the establishment of a specialized forensic odontology department or unit in dental institutes. Hence, this article addresses the necessity and requirements for a forensic odontology unit, proposing a model to follow. A comprehensive list of forensic odontology armamentarium and case dependent forensic odontology kits is also highlighted here.
Introduction
T he Federation Dentaire Internationale defines forensic odontology as that branch of dentistry which, in the interest of justice, deals with the proper handling and examination of dental evidence, and with the proper evaluation and presentation of dental findings. [1] It is a subdiscipline of dental science which involves a multidisciplinary approach while handling forensic dental evidence and presenting the report to the court of law. In India, there are 313 dental institutes with nearly 1.3 lakhs dental students and more than 2.7 lakhs dentist workforce [2] and no dental institute is yet offering a council-recognized master's program for forensic odontology. However, there are several certificates, diplomas and fellowship programs in forensic odontology, being offered by some organizations and associations regularly throughout the country. To address the dearth of qualified forensic odontologists in the country, some Indian universities are also offering postgraduate (MSc.) course [3, 4] and postdoctoral fellowship [5] training in forensic odontology with curriculum covering the dental, forensic and legal disciplines. Besides, there are some foreign-trained forensic odontologists, mostly graduating from countries such as Australia, Belgium and UK, who are offering forensic services and giving new dimensions to the science of forensic odontology in India. Currently, forensic odontology has not been introduced as a separate subject in undergraduate curriculum. [6] The revised bachelor of dental surgery (BDS) course regulation of 2007 included forensic odontology as a syllabus of study (No. 20) with 10-12 h of didactic sessions and 20-25 h of practical sessions. [7] The syllabus is being covered in two separate streams with the first preclinical stream in the 1 st and/or 2 nd BDS years by the oral pathology department and the clinical stream in the final year by the oral medicine and radiology department. Qualifying is the key step in the development of professional expertise in any field of dentistry and the same may be applicable for forensic odontology, too. Unfortunately, the masters or diploma courses in forensic odontology currently offered in India and abroad are not recognized by the dental apex body of the country. It is because the duration of the course is not on par with the master's course (3 years) or diploma (2 years) offered in India. Due to rising demand for the forensic dental services in the present Indian social conditions, [6] there is mushrooming of training and continuing dental education (CDE) programs in forensic odontology through dental institutes and associations. Even though this is the stand on one side, on the other hand, some of the dental institutes including the premier dental institutes of the country are establishing a separate forensic odontology unit or department under the aegis of oral pathology and oral medicine departments. The forensic odontologists trained in India and abroad are recruited as faculty in such departments. The first of its kind in India, an exclusive department of forensic odontology, was commenced in 2006 at SDM College of Dental Sciences, Dharwad, which is headed by an Australian-trained forensic odontologist. [8] The first three authors of this article had an opportunity to visit the department and got trained under the same forensic odontologist. Such a department not only teaches the subject to the undergraduate and postgraduate students but also handles forensic cases referred from the home/legal department and the forensic medicine departments of medical colleges. Few forensic odontologists trained in India and abroad are also posted in the forensic medicine departments of the medical colleges and as a team perform the biological profiling of the deceased during postmortem examination and also render their expert service in other areas of forensic odontology. A multidisciplinary approach along with the forensic medicine department, forensic science laboratories (FSLs), forensic anthropology department and the legal department is mandatory for the successful evolution of forensic odontology in any country. Most dental institutes do not have the necessary proficiency to deal with forensic cases and their students are not practically exposed to the legal proceedings in the court of law, unlike the medical institutes. The qualified dental surgeons were also not practically trained to handle dental evidence in forensic cases during their dental curriculum. This gap needs to be addressed by establishing an exclusive forensic odontology department or unit in all the dental institutes and by recruiting qualified forensic odontologists that may impart forensic odontology knowledge to the dental students. The department can also provide training to the external candidates highlighting the forensic attributes of dental evidence. In a dental institute, the forensic odontology unit is recommended to function under the aegis of the oral pathology and oral medicine departments with forensic support from the medical institute [ Figure 1 ]. However, the infrastructural facilities of almost all the clinical and nonclinical departments in a dental institute are recommended to be utilized for the proper functioning of the forensic odontology unit. Thus, the evolved forensic odontology units need to deliver core theoretical knowledge and intellectual skills to the dental students and the trainees to prepare them competent enough to handle forensic cases, whenever consulted by the forensic and legal authorities. The infrastructure facilities of the department need to be sufficient enough to impart the practical hands-on experience and also to handle real-life forensic case works and represent the same to the court of law. To this end, the facility must establish operative agreements on specific multidisciplinary medicolegal evaluations, among which human identification process of decomposed, carbonized and skeletonized human remains. The unit must be ready to collaborate with all or some of the following specialists, holding experience, education and training in the forensic process: medical examiner or forensic pathologist, forensic anthropologist, forensic photographer, police crime scene investigator, evidence technician/gatherer, fingerprint expert, DNA analyst, radiologist and radiographic technician, toxicologist and also dental hygienist/assistant. [9] 
Figure 1: Linking of forensic odontology branch with other related branches
The following components are necessary for an ideal forensic odontology department: 1. Theoretical or academic component: to impart theoretical knowledge on various aspects of forensic medicine, odontology, disaster victim identification (DVI), and anthropology to the students and trainees in the form of lectures, seminars, and assignments as per the revised 2007 BDS course regulations. Some informative sessions on Civil and Penal Code and Judicial proceedings, specific to medical or dento-legal aspects may be highlighted. 2. Practical component: to impart practical skill and train the dental students and the trainees on the methodological approaches in age estimation, gender determination, bite mark analysis, dental identification, and report writings and also to handle the real-time forensic cases. The department may be associated with the medicolegal/forensic medicine department of the nearby medical college and the state forensic sciences laboratories (FSLs). A training in the dental autopsy, forensic radiology, and teamwork with law enforcement agencies and other forensic experts may also be included. 3. Research component: to assist the postgraduate students and independent researchers to take up research projects on the topics related to forensic odontology and forensic radiology.
Infrastructure
The basic design of the forensic odontology department and the forensic odontology kit was prepared bearing in mind the syllabus for the undergraduate and postgraduate students in dental colleges, conditions of the various forensic dental specimens (living and deceased) to evaluate and observe, and to have a clean and safe working environment [ Figures 2 and 3 ].
The department may be located in the dental college or near the mortuary of the medical college or hospital within the campus. The primary circulation or the exit corridor leading to the department may be of 6 ft wide, minimum and the secondary circulation or non exit corridor may be of 4.5 ft wide, minimum. Considering the evolving trends in the conventional methods used in forensic odontology, [10] a basic infrastructure and armamentarium list for a forensic odontology unit is proposed here. It may include the following: 
Forensic Odontology Kit
Equipment and kits for forensic odontology department [11] [12] [13] [14] This article provides a basic classification and a comprehensive list of necessary equipment and kit that are required for the establishment of a forensic odontology department or unit.
The forensic odontology kit is a set of articles or equipment related to forensic odontology that is needed for a specific purpose.
Based on the place of application, the kit may be classified as follows: 1. Inhouse kit -the kit that is used indoor, within the organization, or institute 2. Field kit -the kit required at the crime scene or disaster site Based on the application, the kit may be classified as follows: The above model and the armamentarium list have been prepared by the authors based on their experience in the field of forensic odontology. The corresponding author has 5 years of experience in forensic odontology case works, plus over 21 years of teaching experience in Government dental institute. The coauthors are trained forensic odontologists. The last coauthor is a forensic odontologist with huge international experience in several DVI teams and international law enforcement agencies, including Interpol, with 17 years of experience.
Conclusion
All domains of forensic odontology need to be taught by trained and qualified forensic odontologists who are familiar with the medico-legal criteria, methodologies, standards, international guidelines, civil and penal responsibilities. Forensic odontology is the unique branch of dentistry that bridges the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Home affairs in any state government with interaction from military and foreign affairs, too. For this reason, a forensic odontology specialized unit shall be recognized by state home ministry and gain an affiliation with the state FSL. The forensic odontology department or unit in any dental institute may require infrastructure and technical support with experienced dentists having training or postgraduate degree in forensic odontology and forensic sciences experiences. The dental education system in our country needs to ensure that the training in forensic odontology to the dental students meets the standards appropriate to the future needs of dental professions by establishing a dedicated department for forensic odontology at dental institutes. This present article for the first time addresses the need for the establishment of a forensic odontology unit in dental institutes along with a proposed infrastructure model. It is wise to mention that not all the above-mentioned list of equipment and infrastructure are essential to establish a forensic odontology department, but some may consider many of them as being important. It may also provide a readymade checklist to help forensic odontologists wishing to establish a specific unit or department in any academic set up.
